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Total Center Members  782
Not-For-Profit Centers 602
For-Profit Centers 73
Centers not reporting 56
NARHA Premier 
Accredited Centers 227

Total Individual Members 6,300

Year Founded: 1969

Mission Statement: NARHA changes and enriches lives by promoting excellence in equine assisted activities.

NARHA Vision Statement: NARHA is a global authority, resource and advocate for equine assisted activities which inspire and enrich
the human spirit.

About NARHA: NARHA was formed in 1969 to promote equine assisted activities and therapies for individuals with special needs. With
over 700 member centers, a total of more than 40,300 children and adults find a sense of independence through involvement with horses.
These member centers range from small, one-person programs to large operations with several instructors and therapists. In addition to
horseback riding, a center may offer any number of equine assisted activities such as driving, vaulting, trail riding, competition, ground
work, or stable management. Through a wide variety of educational resources, the association helps individuals start and maintain success-
ful programs. There are more than 30,911 volunteers, 3,516 instructors, 6,305 equines, and thousands of contributors from all over the
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growth and development so that our members, clients and equines can succeed and flourish.

2008 NARHA Statistics
Data valid as of 12/31/08 based on 719 centers reporting statistics 

Health Professionals Working with Centers
Social Workers at Centers 222
Physical Therapists at Centers 495
Occupational Therapists at Centers 358
Speech Language Pathologists at Centers113
Psychiatrists at Centers 29
Psychologists at Centers 90
Medical Doctors 78
Registered Nurses 123

Total Number of Employees  2,707
Total Registered Therapists 350
Hippotherapy Clinical Specialists 77
Other Mental Health Professionals 74
Total Centers Offering Internships                               319
Total Number of Center Volunteers                         30,911
Total Value* of Volunteer Hours $1,575,446,754

*The value of volunteer hours is based on the number of volun-
teers X 2007 estimated dollar value of volunteer time X $19.51 
as stated by independent sector  

Total NARHA Certified Instructors 3,516
Certified Driving Instructors 94

Total Equines 6,305
Horses 5,040
Ponies 968
Minis 221
Donkeys 69
Mules 28

NARHA Centers Offering Specialty Programs

2005 2006 2007 2008
Hippotherapy 211 188 168 227
Equine Facilitated Learning 111 112 110 140
Equine Facilitated Psychotherapy 63 60 54 77
Driving 39 44 46 54
Interactive Vaulting 62 58 45 65




